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CAPE  MAY. 


(YjYAHE  mystery,  the  grandeur,  the  power  of  the  ocean  never  pall  upon 
[p  Mxo  the  observer.  It  charms  for  a  day,  and  it  fascinates  for  all  time. 

,yp)Yp)  Those  whose  early  lives  have  been  passed  near  its  shores, — to 

whom  the  music  of  its  waves  were  the  lullabies  of  infancy  and  the  wonder 
of  childhood,— who  culled  its  stranded  treasures  and  courted  its  bounding 
billows, — never  forget  its  nameless,  numberless  charms,  and  return  to  it 
after  years  of  absence  as  to  something  dearer  than  inanimate  nature.  Those 
who  have,  for  a  brief  time  only,  stood  by  its  margin  and  inhaled,  its  peculiar 
fragrance,  while  they  vainly  endeavored  to  comprehend  its  incomprehensible 
vastness,  remember  the  impression  as  one  of  life’s  ineradicable  lessons.  To 
all  it  is  a  fascination,  tireless  as  life,  boundless  as  hope,  majestic  as  the  in¬ 
finite.  It  is  no  cause  of  wonder,  therefore,  that  its  shores  have  always  and 
everywhere  proved  an  attraction  to  mankind;  that  season  after  season 
humanity  flocks^ to  them  for  recreation  and  rest,  for  the  lessons  they  teach 
and  the  health  they  give.  Being  alike  the  storehouse  and  the  highway  of 
venturesome  mankind/  its  coasts  first  nurtured  his  civilization.  Advancing 
refinement  planted  its  palaces  around  the  margin  of  that  cradle  of  human 
progress,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  same  sentiment  has,  in  modern  years> 
extended  along  every  European  and  American  coast  resorts  for  the  wor¬ 
shipers  of  the  Creator’s  most  awe-inspiring  work. 

Prominent  among  these  resorts  in  America,  and  second  to  none  in  the 
world  for  the  limitless  field  of  ocean  grandeur  it  commands,  is  Cape  May, 
located  on  the  most  southern  poin't  of  New  Jersey,  and  named  in  honor  of 
Captain  Cornelius  Jacobus  Mey,  who  visited  the  region  as  early  as  1623,  in 
the  service  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  and  in  1630  purchased  the 
cape  from  nine  Indian  sachems,  the  deed  for  this  purchase  being  still  pre¬ 
served  among  the  archives  of  the  State  of  New  York,  at  Albany.  Simul¬ 
taneous  with  this  purchase  a  settlement  was  established  somewhere  on  the 
cape  by  Captain  Mey’s  followers,  and  named  Swandael,  from  the  number 
of  swans  found  on  a  creek  where  the  settlement  was  located.  But  the 
colony  incurred  the  enmity  of  the  aborigines,  and  was  entirely  obliterated  by 
them.  Subsequently,  the  cape  was  settled  by  a  colony  of  whale-fishermen 
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from  Long  Island,  who  continued  to  hold  possession  of  it;  and  history 
records  that  during  the  Revolutionary  War  great  quantities  of  clams,  dried 
and  strung,  were  sent  by  the  descendants  of  these  whalemen  to  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Army.  The  war  of 
i Si 2  found  a  considerable 
settlement  where  Cape  May 
city  now  stands, — the  place 
being  then  frequented  by 
summer  visitors,  —  and  in 
that  year  the  British  line-of- 
battle  ship  “Poictiers”  ap¬ 
peared  off  the  village,  and 
threatened  to  bombard  it 
unless  supplied  with  fresh 
water.  The  request  was 
Complied  with,  and  the  ship 
sailed  away,  carrying  with  it 
the  only  war-cloud  that  has 
threatened  the  cape  since 
Peter  Stuyvesant  invaded 
_•  Delaware  Bay.  The  place 
q  grew  gradually  as  a  sea-side 
<  resort,  and  Watson,  the  an- 
h  nalist,  describes  a  visit  to  it 
in  1829,  when,  he  says,  it 
was  “a  village  of  about 
twenty  houses,  and  the 
streets  were  very  clean  and 
grassy.”  In  1844  it  had 
three  large  hotels,  and  the 
average  number  of  annual 
visitors  amounted  to  three 
thousand.  A  recent  maga¬ 
zine  writer,  commenting 
upon  its  early  days  as  a 
summer  resort,  says: — 

“  It  is  known  to  have  been 
a  recognized  sea-bathing  re¬ 
sort  as  far  back  as  the  war 
of  1812,  from  contempo¬ 
rary  records  of  the  cut- 
tings-up  of  officers  from  the  hostile  fleet  moored  in  the  bay,  who  visited  the 
place  and  partook  of  its  amusements,  to  the  damage  of  susceptible  hearts 
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lodged  in  the  short-waisted  gowns  of  that  period.  Strange  old  sloops  and 
bateaux  used  in  those  times  to  move  slowly  down  the  Delaware,  bearing 
eager  Philadelphians  on  pleasure  bent.  Other  sojourners  would  drive  miser¬ 
ably  down  in  their  dearborns,  dragged  by  tired  nags  through  the  interminable 
sandy  road  from  Camden.  On  the  adoption  of  steam  for  navigation,  a 
modest  steamboat  was  conducted  by  Mr.  Wilmon  Whilldin,  and  cut  its  way 
down  the  long  Delaware  in  what  was  deemed  a  fleet  and  stylish  manner, 
greatly  improving  the  prosperity  of  the  place.  The  customs  of  those  earlier 
times  were  very  primitive  and  democratic.  Large  excursion-parties  of  gay 
girls  and  festive  gentlemen  would  journey  together,  engaging  the  right  to 
occupy  Atlantic  Hall,  a  desolate  barn  of  a  place,  fifty  feet  square,  whose 
proprietor  was  Mr.  Hughes.  Then,  while  the  straggling  villagers  stared, 
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these  cargoes  of  mischief-makers  would  bear  down  upon  the  ocean,  ducking 
and  splashing  in  old  suits  of  clothes  brought  in  their  carpet-sacks,  and 
gathering  the  conditions  of  a  fine  appetite.  The  major-domo  of  Atlantic 
Hall,  one  Mackenzie,  would  send  out  to  see  what  neighbor  had  a  sheep  to 
sell :  the  animal  found,  all  the  visitors  of  the  male  sex  would  turn  to  and  help 
him  dress  it.  Meantime,  parties  of  foragers  would  go  out  among  the  farmers 
around  ravaging  the  neighborhood  for  Indian  corn.  When  the  mutton  was 
cooked  and  the  corn  boiled,  an  appetite  would  have  accumulated  sufficient 
to  make  these  viands  seem  like  the  ambrosia  of  Olympus.  Those  were  fine, 
heart-hold  times,  and  when  our  predecessors  at  Cape  May  went  down  for  a 
lark,  they  meant  it  and  they  had  it.  At  night,  when  dead-tired  after  the 
fiddling  and  the  contra-dances,  the  barn-like  hall  was  partitioned  off  into 
two  sleeping-rooms  by  a  drapery  of  sheets.  The  maids  slept  tranquilly  on 
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one  side  the  curtain,  the  lads  on  the  other.  Successive  days  brought  other 
sports, — fishing  in  the  clumsy  boats,  rides  in  hay-wagons  over  the  deep  white 
roads,  the  endless  variety  being  supplied,  after  all,  by  the  bathing,  which 
was  always  the  same  and  ever  new.  These  primitive  bivouacs  were  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  a  steady  service  of  steamers  on  the  Delaware  and  the  erection  of 
substantial  and  civilized  hotels.  The  long  boat-ride,  beginning  at  Philadel¬ 
phia  in  the  early  morning,  and  turning  out  the  sun-scorched  passengers  at 
the  landing  on  the  bay  about  sunset,  to  be  rattled  along  in  old  rustic  stages 
to  the  hotels,  was  a  torture  of  twenty  years  ago,  remembered  freshly  by  many 
a  frequenter  of  Cape  May.” 

However  fanciful  these  pictures  may,  in  their  details,  be,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  that  they  sketch  truthfully  some  of  the  adventures  attending  and  the 
“fun”  enjoyed  by  the  visitors  who  sought  Cape  May  ere  “modern  con¬ 
veniences”  of  transit  and  sojourn  were  provided.  The  natural  advantages 
of  the  place  were,  in  themselves,  all-sufficient  attractions,  and  the  same 
writer,  in  accounting  for  the  determined  efforts  of  those  early  visitors  to  find 
temporary  lodgment  here,  sketches  the  reasons  which  yearly  crowd  its  beach 
and  fill  its  halls  : — 

“But  why,  after  all,  do  the  experienced  among  tourists  choose  Cape  May? 
What  is  the  attraction  which  draws  such  hordes  of  the  knowing  ones  to  the 
utmost  extremity  of  the  flat  plain  of  New  Jersey?  Apart  from  accessibility, 
the  reasons  are  the  regular  excellence  of  the  bathing  and  the  marvelous  con¬ 
figuration  of  the  beach.  The  latter  is  a  broad,  natural  street,  as  regular  as 
a  ball-room  floor,  packed  and  beaten  by  the  waves  into  a  marble-like  solidity; 
its  slope  being  so  gentle,  it  becomes  at  low  water  a  very  broad  road,  along 
whose  perfect  surface  you  may  drive  for  miles,  from  the  lighthouse  at  the 
point  to  Poverty  Beach,  then  return  and  do  it  all  again,  on  a  macadam 
freshly  smoothed  by  the  rollers  since  you  passed  over  it  before.  Napoleon 
and  the  ancient  Latins  were  capital  road-builders,  but  they  never  laid  out 
anything  so  beautiful  as  this  wide  and  glossy  Appian  Way,  over  which  when 
you  drive  you  are  in  fact  driving  upon  a  polished  table  of  the  closest,  most 
minute,  and  most  regularly  laid  Roman  mosaic.  The  breakers  regularly  ad¬ 
vance,  driving  their  long  steely  blades  under  the  carriage-wheels,  and  then 
streave  seaward  again,  leaving  your  road  a  mirror,  in  which  the  broken 
colors  of  the  sunset  or  the  passing  storm  are  reflected.” 

Steam  navigation  first,  and  railroads  subsequently,  gave  Cape  May  an 
impetus  that  lifted  it  into  a  position  of  prominence  among  the  favorite 
summer  resorts  in  America.  '  From  the  isolated  little  hamlet  of  two-score 
years  ago,  it  grew  to  a  regular  and  beautiful  city,  and  this  growth  shows  no 
sign  of  abatement  or  stagnation.  “  Cape  May  City,”  says  our  already-quoted 
writer,  “as  viewed  from  the  ocean,  is  really  imposing,  and  is,  we  believe, 
the  most  elaborate  and  finished  city  that  has  ever  been  built  where  there  is 
no  rock  or  coherent  foundation,  and  where  the  loose  sand  of  the  sea-shore 
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stretches  up  to  the  line  of  houses.  At  least  we  have  never  seen,  and  know 
not  where  to  point  out  a  town  of  so  much  architectural  pretension  laid  out 
loose,  as  it  were,  on  the  sands.  To  say,  however,  that  the  ponderous 


edifices  everywhere  around  are  strewn  merely  on  the  sand,  like  beached 
boats,  would  of  course  not  be  correct  literally.  When  preparations  were 
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STOCKTON  HOTEL. 


made,  some  seven  years  ago,  to  plant  the  foundations  of  the  largest  of  these 
structures, — the  Stockton  House, — some  careful  diggings  were  undertaken 
which  thoroughly  exposed  the  nature  of  the  substrata.  The  geological 
results  are  to  be  seen  in  glass  tubes  in  the  hall  of  the  Stockton,  indicating 
the  successive  strata  to  a  vastly  greater  depth  than  is  reached  in  laying  the 
foundations  of  a  house.  The  situation  being  to  the  eastward  of  the  older 
buildings,  was  distrusted  by  many  builders :  it  was  low  and  boggy,  with  a 
landscape  of  salt-marshes  into  which  it  seemed  that  any  weighty  building 
would  sink  as  a  stone  sinks  into  snow.  Digging  revealed,  however,  at  a 
small  depth,  not  indeed  a  ledge  of  stone — you  would  bore  many  a  score  of 
feet  without  reaching  much  of  that — but  a  deep  bed  of  firm,  tenacious  clay, — 
a  solid  foundation  of  Nature’s  eternal,  unbaked  brick.” 

Being  thus  securely 'founded,  the  next  great  point  was  to  so  build  the 
city  as  to  satisfy  Neptune’s  worshipers  who  were  to  inhabit  it.  Our  writer, 
in  explaining  the  solution  of  this  problem  of  the  builders,  says: — “Every 
window  is  cut,  every  balcony  is  opened,  every  cornice  and  carving  is 
moulded,  every  cupola  lifted,  every  flagstaff  raised,  in  the  direction  of  the 
water :  you  would  think  the  fishes,  and  not  the  biped  inhabitants  of  solid 
earth,  were  to  be  the  critics  and  judges  of  all  this  carpentery  and  effect. 
One  of  the  engravings  gives  this  view:  it  is  the  view  the  sea  sees.  On  the 
right  of  the  picture  you  are  struck  with  an  immense  pile  of  building, 
stretching  out  two  gigantic  wings  towards  the  shore,  in  whose  embrace 
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is  sketched  a  delicate  little  summer-house.  This  is  the  Stockton,  an 
architectural  Titan.  Except  the  giddy  palace-fronts  of  Saratoga,  which 
strike  the  eye  with  all  the  amazement  and  incredulity  of  a  scene-painter’s 
hollow  screens,  we  do  not  know  where  a  more  imposing  pleasure-structure 
can  be  found.  It  is  American  to  the  core, — sumptuous,  boastful,  daring, 
soaring,  expansive:  it  is  ‘home’  multiplied  by  the  hundred, — a  city  rather 
than  an  inn. 

“Well,  this  vast  building  is  seven  years  old,  as  we  said ;  it  is  firmly  based 
upon  a  thick  bed  of  solid  clay,  as  we  said.  The  tall  balconies  which  form  a 
cage  around  it  have  pillars  no  less  than  fifty- four  feet  high,  extending  from 
the  eaves  to  the  ground.  Its  sides  are  two'hundred  and  fifty  feet  long.  Its 
plan  embraces  the  three  sides  of  a  hollow  square,  enclosing  a  garden.  It 
accommodates  fifteen  hundred  lodgers  at  once,  and,  we  believe,  assures 
eveiry  individual  of  the  fifteen  hundred  that  his  room  ‘  has  a  fine  view  of 
the  ocean.’  To  afford  the  guests  of  this  hotel  a  grateful  drinking-water, 
completely  divested  of  brackish  impurity,  extraordinary  pains  were  taken. 
An  artesian  well  was  sunk,  and  the  borer  did  not  stop  at  any  cheap  success ; 
the  test-tubes  in  the  hall,  to  which  we  have  alluded,  show  the  extraordinary 
variety  of  sandy  and  clayey  strata  through  which  the  drill  pursued  its  prog¬ 
ress.  At  various  depths  veins  of  water  were  struck,  more  or  less  satisfac¬ 
tory,  but  not  until  the  eightieth  foot  was  reached  did  they  find  that 
excellent,  soft,  and  limpid  Avater  with  which  the  guests  of  the  house  now 
refresh  themselves. 

“  Such  is  the  easternmost  and  right-hand  house  in  the  picture.  Next  is 
seen  the  Columbia  House,  hemmed  in  by  lines  of  tasteful  cottages  and  bath¬ 
houses,  and  fronted  by  a  wide,  grassy  lawn.  Next  to  the  left,  at  the  corner 
of  the  street,  comes  the  cubical  bulk  of  the  Atlantic,  a  serviceable,  free-and- 
hearty  house,  notable  for  being  open  all  the  year  round.  To  the  left  of  the 
Atlantic  is  seen  the  long  facade  of  Congress  Hall,  a  house  able  to  entertain 
two  thousand  guests.  Quite  at  the  edge  of  the  picture,  and  the  last  large 
structure  represented  this  side  the  lighthouse,  is  the  Sea-Breeze  Hotel,  the 
great  wholesale  depot  of  the  excursion  parties.  Such  is  the  chain  of  first- 
class  houses  fronting  immediately  on  the  sea,  to  which  must  be  added  the 
Ocean  House,  the  Chalfonte,  the  Centre,  the  Arctic,  the  Merchants,  the 
National,  the  St.  Charles,  the  United  States,  and  a  crowd  of  respectable 
select  establishments  merging  insensibly  into  boarding-houses.  Over  the 
clustered  city  is  seen  the  white  flash  of  DelaAvare  Bay. 

“  Such  a  number  of  important  and  desirable  hostelries  speaks  highly  for  the 
prosperity  of  Cape  May ;  and  the  visitor  who  takes  the  height  of  the  season 
may  be  sure  that  he  will  find  himself  at  no  dull  place  of  refuge.  The  home¬ 
sick  sailor,  wearing  round  the  Jersey  point  and  coming  close  to  the  shore 
on  a  fine  evening,  as  he  passes  first  Henlopen  light  and  then  Cape  May 
light  on  his  northward  course,  has  this  dazzling  glimpse  of  sociability  and 
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CONGRESS  HALL. 

human  comradeship  to  greet  him  ere  he  bears  eastwardly  to  avoid  the  land 
under  the  increasing  hazard  of  the  dark :  what  he  sees  is  the  flashing  lines 
of  festal  lights  from  a  continuous  row  of  monstrous  four-floored  buildings, 
seeming  to  touch  each  other,  from  the  Sea-Breeze  all  the  way  to  the  Stock- 
ton,  the  nightly  saturnalia  of  the  last  named,  with  crash  of  drum  and  blare 
of  horns  reaching  even  out  to  sea  across  the  roar  of  the  surf ;  the  immense 
lateral  extent  of  Congress  Hall  and  the  Stockton  House  defined  with  threads 
of  light  like  the  lamps  of  St.  Peter’s  on  Easter  evening  ;  the  glow  of  suffused 
illumination  from  a  whole  busy  city  extending  over  these  more  definite 
points  of  brilliancy  in  a  way  wholly  surprising  for  a  lonely,  exposed  cape  in 
the  sea;  then,  dominating  the  entire  group,  the  dilating  and  shrinking 
splendor  of  the  lighthouse,  a  beacon  of  the  first  order,  whose  monstrous 
lantern  intelligently  flares  up  and  darkens  through  the  minutes  of  the 
night.” 

Of  course  the  attraction  at  Cape  May  for  the  summer  visitor  is  the  ocean, 
with  its  treasures  and  its  unrivaled  beach,  and  it  is  over  these  that  artists, 
with  pen  and  pencil,  become  pardonably  enthusiastic. 

“To  ride  on  good  horses  along  this  beach  with  a  fair  and  skillful 
equestrienne,  while  the  crescent  moon  hangs  glassed  at  your  feet,  to  be  broken 
by  every  fall  of  the  moon-shaped  hoof,  and  the  pouring  waves  murmur 
eternally  of  constancy  and  sorrow  at  your  side,  and  the  way  grows  lonelier 
and  lonelier  towards  the  utter  desolation  of‘ Poverty-Beach, — is  an  experience 
not  easily  matched.  The  sand  is  unsurpassable,  as  we  have  said,  and  for  the 
romantic  and  the  poetical  it  still  exists  as  a  stupendous  roadway ;  but  in  our 
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artificial  civilization  there  is  always  found  good  reason  for  replacing  the  mas¬ 
terpieces  of  Nature  with  the  contrivances  of  art.  Although  a  hard  beach  is 
in  its  way  inviting  to  the  horse,  and  is  excellent  for  an  equestrian  saunter,  yet 
it  is  not  good  for  rapid  driving  or  for  crowds.  Its  dampness  and  peculiar 
consistency  exert  an  influence  of  suction  that  is  somewhat  tiring  to  the 
hoof;  and,  in  fine,  the  penalty  of  increasing  prosperity  is  that  a  human 
work  must  supersede  the  divine  one.  For  this  reason  the  proprietors  have 
put  up  the  costly  artificial  boulevard  which  now  extends  along  the  shore, 
just  above  high-water,  for  a  mile  or  more  in  front  of  the  most  elegant  part 
of  the  town.  It  is  the  Chiaja  of  Cape  May, — the  rendezvous  of  costly 
equipages  and  staring  dandies  and  well-groomed  hackneys.  It  is  what  an 
Englishman  would  call  the  Ladies’  Mile. 


SURF-BATHING. 

“  The  bath  here  is  of  Nature’s  best.  The  slope  at  the  beach  is  so  gentle 
and  so  perfectly  regular,  to  an  indefinite  distance  out  under  water,  that  it 
turns  up  the  breakers  in  long  even  curls  with  the  precision  almost  of 
machinery.  After  plunge  here,  Newport  and  Atlantic  City  seem  tame 
and  millpond-like,  while  Long  Branch  is  too  savagely  precipitous  and  com¬ 
fortless  to  enter  into  competition.  From  this  circumstance,  Cape  May  is  a 
bathing-place  where  people  bat’ie.  The  habit  is  a  regular  one  with  the 
frequenters  of  all  the  houses,  and  the  fashionable  virgins  who  come  with 
thoughts  but  of  lily-white  and  rouge-vinegar  are  caught  by  the  wholesome 
infective  and  adopt  Nature’s  cosmetics  instead.  Coming  to  puff,  they  remain 
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to  bathe.  The  gentlemen  assist  them  at  the  bath,  in  the  wholesome  Ameri¬ 
can  fashion,  in  toilets  that  admit  of  plenty  of  dandyism,  as  those  of  the 
ladies  do  of  coquetry. 

“The  sport  is  very  good.  Woodcock  in  summer,  curlew  and  red-head 
and  black-head  duck,  plover,  sea-pigeon,  and  Canada  goose,  may  be  shot 
abundantly  in  the  surrounding  country.  For  fishing,  a  boat  may  be  hired 
at  Schellinger’s  Landing,  with  every  chance  of  good  luck  at  bluefish,  called 
here  snapping  mackerel,  and  reaching  a  weight  sometimes  of  seventeen 
pounds:  a  party  of  five  caught  eighty  lately  on  one  bright  day,  trolling  for 
them  with  a  line,  a  big  hook,  and  a  bait  of  a  glittering  spoon  as  the  boat 
dashes  fast  through  the  water;  the  ‘Cape  May  goody,’  a  delicious  salt-water 
fish  the  size  of  a  perch;  the  ‘spot,’  with  its  gill  marked  apparently  with  a 
wafer  ;  the  blackfish  ;  the  thrumming-noised  drumfish,  inhabitant  of  the  surf, 
and  other  local  prizes  are  captured  in  quantities  at  the  cape.” 

The  drive  and  promenade  referred  to  are  improvements  that  materially 
enhance  the  attractiveness  and  contribute  to  the  enjoyment  of  Cape  May’s 
splendid  ocean  front.  As  now  completed,  they  skirt  the  shore,  on  the 
verge  of  the  surf,  for  a  distance  of  near  two  miles,  along  the  most  important 
front  of  the  city;  the  drive  extending  from  the  extreme  eastern  limit  of  the 
city  around  the  beach'  through  Sea  Grove  to  the  steamboat-landing  on  the 
Delaware  Bay,  and  connecting  there,  with  the  turnpike  road,  forms  a  con¬ 
tinuous,  smooth  carriage-course  of  many  miles.  Most  of  the  streets  in  the 
city  are  covered  with  ocean  shells,  making  them  entirely  free  from  dust,  and 
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furnishing  causeways  equal  to  the  celebrated  shell-road  of  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  near  New  Orleans.  The  board-walk,  constructed  outside  the  beach 
drive,  in  front  of  the  city,  sweeps  along  in  graceful  curves,  as  level  as  a 
floor,  affording  promenaders  an  unobstructed  view  of  the  bathing-ground 
and  the  rolling  waves,  on  which  ride,  in  plain  sight,  vessels  of  every  kind. 
For  a  yacht  review  or  race  no  place  could  possibly  be  finer,  both  for  the 
craft  and  the  spectators ;  and  this  fact  is  appreciated  by  the  gentlemen  who 
devote  themselves  to  this  royal  recreation.  A  convenient  wharf  has  been 
constructed,  immediately  in  front  of  Congress  Hall  lawn,  for  the  accom¬ 
modation  of  these  pleasure  craft,  whose  American  owners  have  won 
honorable  laurels  in  many  lands. 

The  water  supply  of  Cape  May  is  exceptionally  good  and  abundant. 
In  addition  to  the  many  unfailing  wells  sunk  by  private  enterprise,  the  city 
authorities  have  bored  an  artesian  well  eight  inches  in  diameter,  erected  a 
tank  capable  of  holding  thirty  thousand  gallons,  and,  by  a  steam-engine  of 
ten-horse  power,  force  the  aqueous  supply  in  copious  quantities  through 
mains  laid  in  the  principal  avenues.  The  Inlet,  which  separates  Cape 
Island  proper  from  the  mainland,  is  a  natural  drain  for  the  city,  through 
which  the  action  of  the  tide  constantly  pours  an  ever-changing  stream  of  salt 
water,  carrying  off  all  impurities,  thus  securing  the  place  against  the  offen¬ 
sive  odors  and  malarial  influences  unfortunately  too  prevalent  at  many 
summer  resorts. 

So  far  as  climate  goes,  the  denizens  of  Cape  May  have  every  reason  for 
congratulation.  The  peculiar  conformation  of  the  peninsula  opens  it  to  the 
sea-breeze  from  every  point  of  the  compass  save  only  the  north,  and  the 
student  of  American  climatology  is  well  aware  that  a  north  wind  is  not  a 
prevalent  wind  in  the  dog-days  on  the  Atlantic  coast.  These  ocean  breezes 
are  uniformly  pleasant,  and  are  by  no  means  freighted  with  an  excess  of 
humidity.  The  records  of  the  United  States  Signal  Service  for  1874  show 
the  following  figures  for  the  three  most  prominent  resorts  on  the  New  Jersey 
coast :  — 

MEAN  DAILY  HUMIDITY.  MEAN  DAILY  TEMPERATURE. 

Cape  May.  Atlantic  City.  Long  Branch.  Cape  May.  Atlantic  City.  Long  Branch. 


J^y, 

88.3 

85.7 

78.4 

July, 

69.2 

70.3 

7i-4 

Aug., 

78.8 

79.0 

77-4 

Aug., 

68.8 

69-5 

69.9 

Sept., 

78.9 

83.0 

80.0 

Sept., 

68.6 

67.8 

67-5 

3  mos., 

82.0 

82.6 

78.6 

3  mos., 

68.9 

69.2 

69.6 

During  the  year  1875  same  records  proved  the  equitability  and  dryness 
of  the  cape,  and  served  to  establish,  beyond  question,  the  advantages  en¬ 
joyed  by  this  favored  and  favorite  resort.  The  rapid  improvement  of  the 
country  adjacent  to  the  city  of  Cape  May  tends  greatly  to  enhance  not  only 
its  attractiveness,  but  its  enjoyableness  as  a  summer  resort. 


14 


LIFE  AT  CAPE  MAY, 


The  healthfulness  of  this  climate  is  widely  known,  and  its  invigorating 
properties  have  long  been  appreciated  by  those  who  needed  recuperation, 
or  whose  business  it  was  to  relieve  others  of  the  “ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to.” 
Dr.  Marcy,  an  able  physician,  whose  experience  in  the  treatment  of  diseases 
by  the  sea-shore  is  second  to  that  of  no  man  in  the  United  States,  writes: — 
“During  the  forty  years  of  my  practice  I  never  met  with  one  idiopathic 
case  of  intermittent  fever  (fever  and  ague)  when  the  patient  resided  con¬ 
tinuously  on  the  cape,  and  but  few  cases  when  the  patient  spent  most  of  the 
time  in  the  country.  During  my  long  and  extensive  experience,  I  have  met 
with  no  cases  of  intermittent  among  visitors,  except  in  a  few  instances  where 
it  could  be  traced  to  excessive  sea-bathing,  i.  e.,  when  the  patients,  upon 
their  own  confession,  remained  in  the  water  from  one  to  two  hours.  Those 
cases  were  easily  controlled.  Typhoid  fevers  are  of  rare  occurrence,  and 
they  are  not  of  a  fatal  type.  I  have  never  known  an  epidemic  of  any  disease 
prevail  during  the  summer.  Diseases  of  the  alimentary  canal  are  found  fre¬ 
quently,  but  they  are  all  sent  to  Cape  May  from  the  large  cities,  to  receive 
the  benefit  of  cool,  fresh  air,  and  mostly  recover  very  rapidly.”  , 

As  if  to  supplement  the  attractions  and  bounties  already  provided  by 
nature  at  Cape  May,  a  mineral  spring  was  discovered  here  in  1873,  which 
careful  analysis  shows  to  contain  valuable  medicinal  properties.  Excellent 
facilities  have  been  provided  for  the  utilization  of  these  waters,  and  in 
addition  warm  sea-baths  are  obtainable  at  several  complete  establishments, 
so  that  invalids  can  now  enjoy  all  the  benefits  attainable  from  the  multi¬ 
farious  aids  to  health  crowded  on  this  South  Jersey  peninsula. 
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It  would  be  unjust  to  close  this  sketch  of  Cape  May  without  referring  to 
the  West  Jersey  Railroad  Company,  through  whose  exertions  so  much  has 
been  done  to  add  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  place  and  the  comfort  of  those 
visiting  it.  The  railroad  was  completed  to  Cape  May  in  1866,  and  since 
then  each  year  has  added  to  the  excellence  of  the  road  itself,  while  the  time 
consumed  in  the  journey  has  been  reduced  to  the  minimum  consistent  with 
safety.  Cars  of  the  most  complete  construction  and  luxurious  finish  are  run, 
including  Woodruff’s  Silver  Palace  Drawing-room  Coaches,  and  a  degree  of 
care  and  courtesy  is  evinced  by  all  engaged  in  train-service,  which  render 
the  journey  from  Philadelphia  to  the  “City  by  the  Sea’’  as  pleasant  as 
human  skill  can  make  it.  A  beautiful  and  commodious  passenger  depot  has 
just  been  completed  near  the  beach,  from  which  all  the  principal  hotels  are 
easily  accessible.  About  one-third  of  the  entire  road  between  Camden  and 
the  cape  has  been  relaid,  during  the  present  year,  with  new  steel  rails,  and 
a  track-tank  constructed  from  which  the  locomotive-engines  take  water  as 
they  get,  so  that  express  trains  to  and  from  Cape  May  now  make  no  stop 
between  the  tides  of  the  Atlantic  and  the  shores  of  the  Delaware  at 
Philadelphia. 
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SEA  GROVE. 


For  the  purpose  of  affording  a  sea-side  resort  and  sea-side  homes,  with 
their  economies  and  pleasures,  as  well  as  the  influences  arising  from  a 
religious  sentiment,  good  order,  and  freedom  from  all  dissipation  attending 


THE  OCEAN  RESORT. 


1 7 


LAKE  LILY. 


the  merely  fashionable  watering-places,  several  gentlemen,  principally  con¬ 
nected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  purchased  and  laid  out,  in  1S75,  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  high,  wooded  land  situated  between  the 
lighthouse  and  the  steamboat-landing  at  Cape  May,  bestowing  upon  it  the 
pleasing  title  of  Sea  Grove. 

A  charter  was  obtained  from  the  New  Jersey  Legislature,  authorizing 
the  purchasers  to  develop  and  improve  the  property,  giving  such  power  and 
authority  as  would  enable  them  to  maintain  order  becoming  a  place  intended 
only  for  those  who  entertain  a  proper  respect  for  religion,  and  who  prefer 
quiet  recreation  and  comfort  to  show. 

The  land  of  the  association  is  located  immediately  at  the  point  of  the 
cape  proper,  and  is  bounded  on  the  south  and  east  bv  the  ocean,  on  the 
west  by  the  waters  of  Delaware  Bay,  and  on  the  north  by  the  turnpike  lead¬ 
ing  from  Cape  May  City  to  the  steamboat-landing. 

It  is  situated  about  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the  city,  just  outside  its 
corporate  limits,  far  enough  removed  to  be  distinct,  and  yet  within  easy  reach 
of  its  stores  and  conveniences.  A  horse  railroad  now  connects  Sea  Grove 
with  Cape  May  and  all  points  of  interest  in  the  vicinity. 

The  location  is  sufficiently  rolling  to  afford  good  drainage  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  many  of  the  building  sites  rising  twenty-five  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
ocean.  There  are  no  swamps  upon  the  tract,  and  the  whole  of  it  is  available 
for  improvement  and  building  purposes. 
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The  beach,  extending  along  the  ocean  front  tor  a  distance  of  one  mile,  is 
unsurpassed  for  bathing,  with  fine  surf,  and  hard,  regular  sand  bottom.  On 
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the  bay  side  the  beach  is  equally  good  for  those  who  prefer  bathing  free  from 
the  rolling  breakers. 

Lake  Lily,  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile  long  and  of  irregular  width, 
with  beautiful,  picturesquely-wooded  banks,  lies  about  the  centre  of  the 
property.  The  water  is  perfectly  fresh  and  clear,  and  is  constantly  supplied 
from  springs  in  the  bottom,  the  driest  weather  not  affecting  its  depth  or 
purity.  This  lake  affords  fine  facilities  for  ladies  and  children  to  enjoy  boat¬ 
ing  and  sailing  in  perfect  safety. 

By  the  act  of  incorporation,  as  well  as  by  the  by-laws  of  the  association 
and  restrictions  contained  in  deeds  of  all  lots  transferred,  the  sale  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors  is  prohibited  within  the  limits  of  the  ground,  and  the  charter 
also  authorizes  the  association  to  establish  such  police  regulations,  and  ap¬ 
point  such  officers,  as  may  be  necessary  to  maintain  order  and  quiet  on  their 
premises. 

The  advantageous  location  of  this  settlement,  which  has  for  its  object  the 
furnishing  “of  a  moral  and  religious  sea-side  home  for  the  glory  of  God  and 
the  welfare  of  man,  where  he  may  be  refreshed  and  invigorated,  body  and 
soul,  and  better  fitted  for  the  highest  and  noblest  duties  of  life,”  its  natural 
beauty,  and  the  influences  brought  to  bear  upon  its  development,  have 
wrought  wonders  in  the  way  of  progress  already.  The  roadways  and  avenues 
are  finished  and  graded ;  three  large  and  elegant  hotels  and  a  number  of 
private  boarding-houses  are  open  for  the  accommodation  of  guests ;  a 
pavilion,  capable  of  seating  two  thousand  persons,  is  provided  for  religious 
services ;  fifty  cottages  are  now  completed  and  occupied ;  the  lake  has  been 
cleaned,  the  drive  around  it  graded,  and  all  low  places  in  the  entire  tract 
filled  in.  This  work,  great  as  it  is,  has  been  accomplished  in  a  remarkably 
brief  period,  and  indicates  clearly  the  success  attending  a  resort  so  founded, 
and  prosecuted  with  such  remarkable  energy. 

A  recent  visitor,  in  describing  Sea  Grove  as  it  now  appears,  says  : — 

“It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  this  new  place  has  sprung  more  suddenly 
into  popular  favor  than  any  similar  enterprise.  We  are  astonished  at  the 
growth  as  by  magic  of  Western  towns,  but  here  are  the  foundations  and 
much  of  the  superstructure  of  a  city  built  in  less  than  a  year,  and  ready  for 
the  reception  of  its  two  thousand  or  three  thousand  inhabitants.”  “The 
pavilion  forms  the  central  plot  and  circle  from  which  the  city  is  laid  out. 
The  main  avenues  radiate  from  it  in  every  direction,  and  with  connecting 
and  crossing  streets  give  to  the  general  plan  very  much  the  appearance  of  a 
spider’s  web.  The  avenues  are  named  after  distinguished  Presbyterian 
divines,  as  Alexander,  Knox,  Brainerd,  &c. ;  after  precious  stones,  as  Pearl, 
Diamond,  Emerald,  Crystal,  &c. ;  and  after  leading  colleges  and  universi¬ 
ties,  as  Princeton,  Yale,  Harvard,  Lincoln,  Oxford,  Cambridge,  and  the 
like.  Looking  from  the  pavilion,  the  eye  follows  the  beach-line,  and 
wandering  far  out  to  the  east  and  south,  takes  in  a  boundless  sweep  of  sky 
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and  waters.  Here  and  there  a  white  sail  flecks  the  blue  expanse,  and  a  long 
line  of  dark  smoke  indicates  the  presence  of  a  foreign  steamer,  whilst  the 
white-winged  sea-gulls  dash  ceaselessly  across  the  vision.  Poor  city-cramped 
eyes,  accustomed  only  to  the  narrow  bounds  of  brick  walls,  dilate  with  the 
sense  of  new  powers  as  they  gaze.  The  view  curves  with  the  coast  around 
by  the  bay  side  to  the  west  and  north-west,  opening  up  a  panorama  of  new 
beauty,  especially  as  the  evening  shades  fall  and  the  sun  drops  down  below 
the  horizon,  lighting  up  the  sky  and  waters  with  most  gorgeous  tints.  This 
we  take  to  be  the  peculiar  beauty  of  Sea  Grove — its  sunsets  on  the  water — 
visible  as  at  no  other  place  on  the  Jersey  coast.  Here  £  Old  Sol  ’  sets  behind 
a  watery  wall,  and  crowns  the  wave  crests  to  your  very  feet  with  his  golden 
coronets.  These  bay  views  are  most  charming  of  all.  Then,  too,  it  must 
be  noted  that  the  bay,  being  forty  miles  wide,  and  lying  to  the  due  west, 
the  parching  land  breezes  that  make  the  sea-shore  so  uncomfortable  are 
not  known  here — the  breezes  coming  constantly  from  off  the  face  of  the 
waters— cool,  refreshing,  and  health-laden/’ 
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LIST  OF  PRINCIPAL  HOTELS  AND  BOARDING-HOUSES 

AT 

C-A-^IE 


Stockton  Hotel,  Charles  Duffy. 
Congress  Hall,  J.  F.  Cake. 

Columbia  House,  Geo.  J.  Bolton. 
Ocean  House,  W.  Cummings. 
Atlantic  Hotel,  John  McMakin. 
Sea-Breeze  Hotel,  Lamb  &  Doughty. 
National  Hall,  A.  Garrettson. 
Centre  House,  Mecray  &  Jacoby. 
Merchants’  Hotel,  Wm,  Mason. 
White  Hall,  S.  S.  Marcy. 

United  States  Hotel,  C.  B.  Reeves. 
Miller’s  Cottage,  Mrs.  M.  W.  Miller. 
West  End  House,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Cook. 
Mineral  Spring  Hotel. 

Franklin  House. 

Arctic  House,  Dyer  &  Hill. 

Cape  May  House. 

American  House,  E.  T.  Dillon. 
Greenwood  Hotel,  John  McCann. 
Eagle  Hotel,  Mrs.  B.  Halpin. 
Artisan  House,  Chas.  Young. 

Jones’  Cottage,  Mrs.  A.  E.  Jones. 
Avenue  House,  Mrs.  McCourt. 

St.  Charles  Hotel,  Chas.  McShane. 
Fairmount  House,  Mrs.  Shields. 
Sea-View  Cottage  Sea  Grove,  Miss 
Annie  S.  White. 

Ocean  Cottage,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Colladay. 
Chalfonte,  H.  W.  Sawyer. 

Koenig  Hotel,  P.  Koenig. 


Delaware  House,  James  Mecray. 
Tremont  House,  H.  H.  Hughes. 

Cnv  Hotel,  Mrs.  M.  L.  Downs. 
Clarendon  House. 

Cottage  by  the  Sea,  T.  Meuller. 
Wyoming  Cottage,  Mrs.  S.  Hildreth. 
Riegel  Hotel,  Mrs.  J.  Riegel. 

Lansing  Cottage,  Col.  Lansing. 

Arcade  Hotel,  P.  J.  Donely. 

Williamson  Cottage,  Mrs.  M.  Williamson. 
Depot  House. 

Bannaker  House,  J.  C.  Cornell. 

Shaw’s  Cottage,  J.  Shaw. 

Grand  Central. 

Surf  House,  H,  Doolittle. 

Carman  Cottage,  Mrs.  Carman. 

Ocean  Breeze  Hotel,  Wm.  M.  Green. 
Hallenback  Cottage,  Mrs.  Hallenback. 
Cottage  Green,  Mrs.  Miller. 

Reeves  Cottage,  A.  D.  Reeves. 
Schillinger’s  Cottage,  Mrs  W.  Schil- 
linger. 

West  Jersey  House,  Mrs.  J.  Megrue. 
Lafayette  House,  Mrs.  Donavan. 
Mechanics’  House,  John  Stewart. 

St.  Elmo. 

Sea-Grove  House,  Sea  Grove,  B.  W.  Hays. 
Cape  House,  W.  H.  Wilson. 

Centennial,  Mrs.  M.  Conyers. 
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LIFE  AT  CAPE  MAY 


This  house,  erected  expressly  for  the  accommodation  of  excursion  parties,  combines  all  the  essentials  of 
comfort  and  convenience.  A  band  of  music  is  attached  to  the  house  during  the  season,  free  of  charge  to 
excursion  parties. 


THE  OCEAN  RESORT. 
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Excursions  to  Cape  May. 

Excursion  Committees  of  Churches,  Lodges,  &c. 

CAN  ARRANGE  FOR 

SPECIAL  EXCURSIONS  TO  CAPE  MAY  AND  RETURN 

AT 

No.  233  South  Fourth  St.,  Philadelphia, 

Room  8,  Fourth  Floor. 


BATES  EEOM  PHILADELPHIA. 
SEASON  OF  1876. 


For  200  and  less  than  250  persons  $2  00  each. 


250 

300 

1.00 

“ 

300 

350 

1  75 

“ 

350 

400 

1.60 

400 

450 

1.50 

tC 

450 

500 

1.40 

“ 

500 

550 

1.35 

“ 

550 

600 

1.30 

“ 

GOO 

650 

1.25 

“ 

650 

700 

1.20 

“ 

700 

750 

1.17 

750 

800 

1.14 

800 

850 

1.10 

850 

OOO 

1.07 

“ 

OOO 

050 

1.04 

050 

lOOO 

1.02 

1000 

over 

1.00 

Above  rates  are  for  adult  passengers.  Children  under  ten  years  of  age 
half  fare. 

Tickets  will  be  good  only  on  the  day  and  special  train  for  which  they 
are  issued,  and  must  be  settled  for  immediately  upon  the  arrival  of  the  train 
at  Cape  May. 

It  will  be  required  that  all  tickets  not  issued  on  the  train,  upon  leaving 
Camden,  be  placed  at  once  in  the  hands  of  the  person  by  whom  the  settle¬ 
ment  is  to  be  made,  and  no  tickets  issued  or  sold  after  the  arrival  of  the 
train  at  Cape  May  will  be  honored  for  the  return  trip. 

The  Sea  Breeze  Excursion  House,  with  its  ample  accommodations  and 
splendid  beach,  will,  as  usual,  be  at  the  disposal  of  excursion  parties. 

Excursion  Committees  will  be  required  to  provide  means  for  preserving 
good  order  'throughout  the  day,  and  excursion  parties  will  not  be  allowed 
to  sell  refreshments  on  the  train. 

A  deposit  of  fifty  dollars  will  be  required  to  secure  day  and  train  at 
the  time  of  their  selection. 

No  special  excursion  train  .will  be  run  for  less  than  $400. 

H.  J.  FILLMAN, 

Ass’t  Gen’l  Ticket  Agent. 
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LIFE  AT  CAPE  MAY. 


STATIONS  AND  DISTANCES 


ON 


WEST  JERSEY  RAILROAD. 


Station.  Distance. 

Philadelphia, . 

Camden, . . . 

Gloucester, . 3  74 

Westville, . 5.43 

Woodbury, . 8  27 

Wenonah, . tl  .35 

Burnsboro, . 13. 1 6 

l’itman, . 15.66 

Glassboro,  . 17.64 

Clayton, . 21.44 

Frankiinville, . 24.05 

Iona, . 25.20 


Station.  Distance. 

North  Vineland, . 30  65 

Vineland,  .  .  . . 34.08 

South  Vineland, . 36.89 

Millville, . 39-89 

Manumuskin, . 46.22 

Belleplain, . 53.04 

Woodbine, . 56. 1  j 

Mount  Pleasant, . 58.62 

Seaville, . 61.92 

Swain, . 66.17 

Cape  May  Court-House, . 69.39 

Rio  Grande, . 74-83 


Malaga, . 

......  27.65 

Bennett, . 

.  777' 

Newfield, . 

Cape  May  City,  .  .  . 

BRIDGETON  BRANCH. 

Station. 

Distance. 

Station. 

Distance. 

Glassboro  (Junction), 

. 17-64 

Palatine . 

Union, . 

. 20.07 

Husted, . 

. 30-64 

Harding, . 

. 21.44 

Finley,  . 

. 34-00 

Monroe, . 

. 23.22 

Bridgeton, . 

. 37-24 

Elmer, . 

. 25.72 

SALEM 

BRANCH. 

Station. 

Distance. 

Station. 

Distance. 

Elmer  (Junction),  .  . 

. 25.72 

Oakland, . 

. 35.30 

Newkirk,  ...... 

Alloway, . 

. 37  37 

Daretown, . 

. •  3°-4i 

Middletown, . 

. 38-96 

Paulding, . 

. 31-82 

Acton, . 

. 39-8o 

Yorketown, . 

. 3313 

Salem, . 

. 42.30 

SWEDESBORO  BRANCH. 

Station. 

Distance. 

Station. 

Distance. 

Woodbury  (Junction), 

. 8.27 

Mickleton, . 

. 14-25 

Mullica  Hill  Road, 

Wolfert’s . 

. 15-41 

Tatem’s, . 

Tomlin’s, . 

Parkville, . 

Asbury, . 

Ogden’s, . 

Rulon’s  Road, . 

Berkley, . 

Swedesboro . 

.  .  .  .  .  19.07 

Clarksboro, . 

. 1317 

'ome/silh 
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ourt  House, 
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dfarmingtor: 


WEST  JERSEY  RAILROAD 

CONNECTS  CAPE  MAY,  PORT  NORRIS,  BRIDGETON, 
SALEM,  SWEDESBORO,  and  all  intermediate  points, 


rf 

*/ 


WITH 


Philadelphia,  New  York,  Baltimore,  and  Washington. 


WEST  JERSEY  RAILROAD  DEPOT,  CAPE  MAY. 


